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POLITICAL.

Spesch of Hon. J. L. Orr,

OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

Own the Missouri Rail Road, delivered in
the Howse of Representatives, on the

2k Fdrwary, 1852,

The ﬂr The first business be-
fore the i% a bill granting the right
of way and makirg a donation of public
lands to the State of Missouri, to aid in
the e:-eﬁou of certnin railromds there
in. question immedintely pending is
the motion to refer the bill to I"fm Com-
wittes of the Wholo on the state of the
apon which question the gentle-
«rom Bouth Carolina [Mr, Orr| is cn-
.

! . submitting a fow

upon the bill now the
for comsideration. I have exam-
its provisions with great care and
and have come to the conclusion
my vote for it. 1 shall therefore
%0 Biato briefly the reasom which

upon my mind in bri me
- comclusion, :Irc first question
presented to the investigation of
this: Hue Coungress the
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the power
o dispose of and muke all needful rules
and respecting the territory,
other property belonging to the Unitod
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‘“
I'supposs that the power conferred by
tis clause upon of the Uni-

the (Alnﬁm

Sod Beates is an ample, full, and complete,
as -%:&c power vested by that instru-
ment in Congress. And the only limita-
tion to that power, in my opinion is an
mplied trust that the Congress, in makin
that dispasition of the public lands, shall
dispose of them in such n manner as most
eflectual to e the interests of all the
States. Now this Lill proposes to carry
ﬂ:‘:.l‘ a‘;q;v::c:lw constitutional pow-
er in Jongress for dispasing of

lands. I donot |hinkmn:ma
have the power to give away all of
the public lands ; for in that way the Go-
verament would not be carryving out this
implied trust. By virtue of her right as
the' proprictor of the
Government has the
one-half of the public
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lands, that the re-

waining balf may be enhanced in valve,

Jo wot that & sound prineiple !
Bot.a correct principlel |1
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“Mr. Breeze, (in his seat.) Thousands
of acres were disposed of, which would
otherwise never have been sold.

“Mr. Culhoun. I have seldom given a
vote the result of which gratified me more
than the vote which I gave on that occa-
sion. [ then presided in that chair which
you now occupy, and gave the casting
vote, I take to myrelf, therefore, some
credit of that magnificent improvement.
Indeed, I dothink that there s a prinei-
ple more perfectly clear from doubt than
this one is. It does not belong to the cat-
gory of internal improvements at all. It
® not u power claimed by the Govern-
ment as u government. It belongs to the
Government as a laudable proprietor.—
And I will add, that it is not only a right,
but a duty, and an important  duty.-—
Now, what has been considered an equit-
able arrangement  between the Govern-
ment and the State which may undertak.
an improvement passing  through the
public lands?  Long since, it way agreed
that the grant of alternate sections, was a
fuir contribution on the part of the Uni
ted States, considered us a proprictor, and
from which the United States would be a
very great gainer, It appears to me to
l;e")ungequilulllt' nrmngom:npl(;‘ and I doubt
whether, in uny case, eitherof n canal or
a railroad pas.ing through the public lands
the United States will not be  thegainer.

‘o that extent I an prepared to go, be
the road long or short ; if it be long you
gain the more: if it be short, you gain
the less; nnd you contribute in proportion
to vour guin”

That is one authority to which T wish
especially o eall the attention of mem-
bers from the old State., who are dis-
posed 1o raise 1 constitutional guestion a-
gainst this bill.  There is another author.
ity, which I think will be considered up-
on this side of the House (Democratic) o
very high one, from which T will read, —
Gen. Cnss, in that debate, in presenting
the reasons why he would support the bill,
said.

“This bill does not touch the question
of internal improvement at all. Tt asserts
no right on the part of this Government
to lay out a road, or to regulate the con-
struction of u road,  The Fuleral gpovern-
ment is a great landholder ; it possesses
an extensive pnblic Jomnin ; and we have
the power, uinder the Constitution, to dis-

we of that domainj and a very unlim-
ted power it iv. The simple question is,
what disposition we make of the public
lands ! hn one will contend that we can-
not give them away to a State.  As the
Senator from  Kentucky has said, every
President has signed bills asserting the
principle that these lands may be disposed
of by the Genernl Government, without
restriction as to the purpose of such Jis-
dosition,  Woe miy Lestow them for
~chool purposes, or we may bestow a porr
tion forthe purpose of improving the valu.-
of the rest.  What right have you to sit
still and see your lands growing in value,
through the immlmumaﬁt’;’ofiluliviflunh,
without rendering any furtherance of that
object!  Is it the sottlement of the lands
that makes them vaduable”

General Cass  subsequently in  the
same debate, in reply to s conatitutional
issue made by the gentleman  from Ala-
bama, (Mr.  Baxhy,) in a more pointed
manner. mdintained  the  constitutional
power of Cougress to dispose of a portion
of the public domnain to enhance the velue
of the remuaining portion, He said:

“I will answer theBenator. The Gen-
eral Govemment hasno power to make
any railroad or canal through any State;
but the disposal of a portion of the public
domuin to raixe the value of the rest, is
clearly within the power of this Govern-
ment.

I find, Mr. Speaker, in the 15th volume
of the Congressional Globe, another debate
u}:un the bill granting alternate sections
of the public lands to the State of Michigan,
in which & number of Senators partic ipated.
I believe that at that time Mr, Niles, of
Connecticut, and Mr. Bagby, of Alabama,
werethe only two Senators who raised
the Constitutional question, In that de-
bate Mr. Calhoun participated and said:

“As far as the Michigan bill was con-
cerved simply giving alternate sections of
the public land for the purpose of enhan-
cing the value of the remainder. Upon
this point he would say that he had not
the slightest doubt that the Government
not only had the right as proprietor of the
public jm'nain.lo gfahnt portions of the do-
main for such a purpose, but that it was
the daty of the Government to do so,
The Government in his opinion, ought to
be ashamed of allowing their land to be
enhanced in value by the exertions and
at the cost of a State withont contributing
in some degree Lo produce this result

On that oceasion, Mr, Niles, in reply
o these observations, charged Mr, Calhoun
with inconsistency in voting for that bill,
and with an nhandorment of his doctrines
upon the sulject of internal improvemest.

r. Calhoun ied to the Senator from
Coneeticut ns follows :

“He (Mr. C.) acted now on the prinei
on which he had acted from the beginn
—a iple perfectly clear ; and not only
was it clearly the ng{ Government
to make these grants, but be consideved
that it was the duty of the Government to
do so. They did not, in o doing, act in
their sovereign capacity. The question
of internal improvements was not at all

| rond thvough the Inmda, apd
applieation was made the work had
becn eommenced, and there was a reasdo-
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able probability that the value of the pub-
lic lands would be enhanced, he wusin
favor of contributing largely, and in so do-
ing he abandoned no rrim—iplv. Asfaras
he could judge of the localities, the canal
would be of vast importance, The lands
intermedinte between the termini would
be greatly increased in value. As to the
railroad, be could not express any «pinion,
but was desirous to see it completed, and
for that purpose was willing to grant the
desired appropriation, on condition only
that the Government should have the
use of it, when required,for the conveyance
of storea and troops.”

It appears that explanation did not
satisfy  Mr. Niles, and he expressed the
conviction that there wasno ditference ot
all between voting for the Cumberland
road aud for giving alternate scctions of
the public hmgr:, Mr, Calhoun replies ;

< *“Mr. C. remarked, in reply, that if the
gentleman could not see a

Government—and the ¢ se in which the
Government, in its proprictory contrilntes
to works undertaken Ly States or indi-
viduols, he (Mr. C)) could only express his
regret. To him the difference was as
great as that between night and day.
In the one case there was an exerclse of
the right of sovereignty, in the other simply
that of ownemhip.”

If T should conclude, Mr. Speaker, to
write out the remarks which I am ~ubmit-
I.ini. I will prehaps incorporate some other
authorities. At present, I will not trouble
the Honse by re:u\ing any more authorities
with reference to that point.  The deserip-
tion of internal improvements ol jeeted to,
as [ understand, by the Republican or
Democratic party, is that  where the
Government appropriates mony out of the
Public Treasury for the purpose of building
ronuds or constructing eanals in certain
localities,

In the fimt plade, it is said, and said
I believe, truly, that Congress has no
right to levy money upon the people of the
United States; for the purpose of construe-
ting such works. That power is nor
granted by the Constitution.  Conceding

even that the Government posessed the |

power, one of the strong objections, and
to my mind an insuperable oljection
agninst the exercise of it, would be thu
you levy money indiscriminately—all
over tho country, upon all of the eitizens,
and n coustructing these works of internal
improvement, you benefit sections ouly,
The advantage would be local merely,
Certain portions ofthe country wou®l L
favored, and others would not; and is,
therefore, best to leave the construct'on of
these works with the States, who will
take care of their own intorests in the pro-
mises.  Their citizens will be taxed for the
construction of those works, and they will
receive the benefitaceruing by the taxation
for that purpose. But does this  case
come within that principal t 1 think one
gentleman, at the opening of this debate,
intimated that this bill wax lisble to all
of the objections which had been urgod
ngainst the Government  em'warking in
works of internal improvement.—There
is no analogy, sir, at all.

This bill proposes to donate one  half
of the public lands within six miles on
either side of the milroad to  ail in the
construction of that work. Does (his
reduce ihe revenue aceruing from the sale
of the public lands into the Treasury of
the United States ! Not a farthing ; and
whyt Because the bill provides that
when you give away alternate sections,
that those reserved to the Government
shall be doubled in valus and thus those
which you are now trying to scll at $1
25, lands which would remain, probable,
in market for twenty, thirty, or forty years
at that price, are raised in value 82 50,
with the confident assurance founded upon
universal experience, that those lands will
sell more rapidly at that ealianced price,
than they do now at 81 25 per acre, It
this was & prop s'tion (imply to give the
alternate sections withour thoge reinuining
being increased in  value—if, in other
wnr!s. in reducing the revenue of the
Treasury of the Unlted States from the
sale of the public lands—then I admit the
oHoctlon’ my friend from Tennessee
(Mr. Jones) !mzl‘l be a valid one.—But
that objection does not exist to this bill,
Itis a phuntom flitting only before the
imagination of my friend. That which hus

iven rise, Isuppose, to it is the fact that

sees no provision in this bill to extend
lands to the old States,

I think I have demonstrated that nothing
is abstracted from the Treasury by the
grants for the construction of these works,
and that ail the resources out of which
and from which the funds are o come
into the Treasury, are not reduced, If
this is 80, how can it be charged that it
is involving the Government of the United
Btates in & system of internal improve-
ments, which has been warred against by
tha Republican or Demoeratic party

all time. My friend from

Tennesee, (Mr. Jones) also in the same
h intimated that it was clearly anti-
mern. as well as unconstitutional,
What are the factsl Almost every single
one of the t beads or what are ealled

leaders of Demaocratic have su
ported bills identieal -ur"-fm bill !:
principle,without an exception scarcely,
(coxcrupgn wExT wEex.)
—— B E——
Addison has left on record the follow-

SELECTED TALES.

FOLLOWING THE FASHIONS.

BY T. 8. ARTHUR.

“ What is this 1" asked Henry Grove of
bLis sister Mary, lifting, as be spoke, a
print from the centre-table,

“ A fashion-plate,” was the quiet reply.

* A fashion plate? What in the name
ol" wonder are you doing with a fashion
late 1"

: “To see what the fashions are.”

“ And what then 17

“To follow them, of course.”

“Mary, is it possible you are so weak ?
[ thought better of my sister.’

“ Explain yourself, Mr. Censor,” replied

| Mary, with an arch look, and a manner

diitietion ! perfectly self-posseasel.

lietween the case of the Cumberlimd road |
—a work undertaken by the General |.

“There is nothing I despise so much as
a heartless womnan of fashion,”

“Such an individual is, certainly not
much to be admired, Henry, But there
is 2 vast differeuce, you must recollect, be-
tween a lady who regards the prevailing
mode of dress, and a heartless woman, be
she attired in the latest style, or in the
costume of the times of good queen Beas,
A fashionably dressed woman neced not,
of necessity, be heartless.”

* O no, of course not ; nor did I mean to
say so.  But it is very certain, to my mind
that any one who follows the fashions can
not be very sound in the head. And
where there is not much head, it seems t -
me there is not a superabundance of heart.”

* Quite u philosopher!”

“You needn’t try to beat me off by rid-
ivule, Mary. T am in carnest.”

* What about "

“In condemning this blind slavery to
a hion”

“* You follow the fashiona
. “ No, Mary, I do not.”

“Y.our looks very much belic you,
then.”

“ Mary I

“Nonsense!  Dont look so grave.—
What I say is trne.  You follow the fash-
ions as much as I do.”

* I am sure I never cxamined o plate of
fashions in my life."

“1f you have not, your tailor hss for
you, many a time.”

“I dont believe a word of it. I don't
have my clothes cut in the height of the
fashion. They arc made plais pad comfor-
table. There is nothing them that
is put on me cly because it is fashionable.”

“I beg your P.‘I.l‘dl)ﬂ, sir.”

“Itis a fact."

* Why do you have your lappels made
to roll three button-holes instead of two.
There's father's old coat, made, I don't
know when, that rolls but two.”

* Because, I sup it's the fash "

* Ab, exictly ! Dido’t I get you there
nicely ™

“ No, but Mary, that's the tailor’s busi-
ness, not mine.”

“ Of course. you trust to him to make
your clothes aceording o the tashion,
while I choose to sec if the fashions are
just such as  suit my stature, shape
and complexion, that I may ndopt them
fully, or deviate from them, in a Just and
rtional manner. So there is this differ-
snce hetween us; vou follow the fashions
blindly, and I with judgnent and diserim-
ination "

*Indeed, Mary, you are too had.”

“ Do I speak anything but the truth 1"

I should be very sorry, indeed, if your
deductions were true about my following
the fushions so blindly, if indeed at all.”

* But don't you follow them 1"

* I never think about them.”

“If you don't, somehow or other, you
manage to be always about even with the
prevailing modes, [ don't see any differ-
cnce between your dress and that of any
other young men.”

* I don't care a fig for the fashions, Ma-
ry " rejoined Henry, speaking with some
warmth,

“ 8o you say."

“And so I mean”

“Then why do you wear fashionable
clothes 1"

“1 don't wear fashionnble clothcs—that
is—I1 '

“You bave figured silk or cut velvet
buttons on your coat, I believe. Let me
see!  Yes, Now, lasting buttons are

more duruble, and 1 remember very well
when you wore them. But are out
of fashion! And here is your collar turn-

ed down over your binck satin stock,
(where, by theby, have all the white cra-
vils gone, that were a few years 50
fashionable !) as smooth as a puritan’s !—
Dont you remember how much trouble you
used to have; sometimes, to get your col-
!artosundtuuu sol Ah, brother, you
arc m incorngble follower of the fash-
ions "

“But Mary, it is a great deal leas trou-
ble to turn the collar over the stock.™

“] know it is pow that it is fashionable
to do so,”

“It is, though, in fact.”

“ Really 1"

“Yea, really.”

“ But when it was fashionable to have
tlnmlhrmdiu.!u were very willing
to take the trouble.

“You would not have me effect singu-
larity, sister I”

“Me! No, indeed! I would have you
continue to follow the fashions as you are
now doine. [would have vou dress like
other And there is one other
thing that | would like to see in you."

“ What is that {”

“lmﬂli-um:u'“bnh

“ You have managed your case #0 in-

" ," her brother now maid,
mhmmh the'
I am very surc that I am and you

| in error, in regard to the general principle.
I hold it be morally wrogu; to fullow I;l:e
fashions. They are unreasonable and ar-
bitrary in their requirements, and it is a
apecies of miserable folly, to be led about
by them. I h we conversed a deal with
old aunt Abigail on the subject, and she
P-rfecﬂir agrees with me.  Her opinions
you will not of course, treat with indiffer-
vnee!”

“ No, not my aunt's. But for all that,
I do not think that either she or uncle Ab-
salom is perfecly orthodox on all matters.”

“I think that they can both prove to
you beyond a doubt that it is a most eyre-
ious leay to be ever changing with the
fashions.

“ And I thiuk that I can prove to them
that they are notat all unintluenced by the
fickle goddess.”

“ Do so, and I will give up the point.—
Do so, and I will avow inyselfan advocate
of fashion.”

*As you are now in fact. DBut I ac-
cept your challenge, even though the odds
of nge and numbers are against me. I am
very much mistaken, indeed, if I cannot
maintain my side of the argument, atleast
to my own satisfation.”

“You may do that probably ; but cer-
tainly not to ours.”

“ We will sce,” was the laughing reply.

It was a few cvenings after, that Hen-
ry Girove and his sister called in to see uncle
Absalom aunt and Abigail,who were of the
old school, and rather ultra-puritanicle in
their habits and notions. Mary could not
but feel, as she came into their presence,
that it would be rowing against wind and
tide to maintain her point with thein—
confirmed ns they were in their own views
of things, and with the respect due to age
to give weight to their opinions.  Never-
theless, she determined resolutely to main-
tain her ownside of the question, and to
use all the weapons, offensive and defen-
sive, that came to her hand.  She was a
light hearted girl, with o high flow of
spirits, and a quick and discriminating
mind. All these were in ber favor. The
contest was not long delayed, for Henry,
feeling that he had powerful auxilaries op
his side, was eager tosce his own positions
trin nph, as he was sure that they must.—
The weleome words that greeted their en-
trance had not long been said, before he
asked. turning to his aunt,—

“ What do you think I found on Mary's
table, the other day, Aunt Abigail i”

“I don'tknow, Henry. What wasit 1"

“ You will ba surprised to hear,—a fash-
ion plate!  And that is not all. By her
own coufession, she was studying it in or-
der to conform to the prevailing style of
dress. Hadn't you a better opinion of
her 1"

“ T certainly had,” was aunt Abigails
half smiling, f‘:alf grave reply.

“ Why, what harm is there in following
the fashions, aunt I Mary asked.

“ A great deal, my dear. It is follow-
ing after the vanities of thislife.  The apos-
tle tells us not to be conformed to this
world.”

“I know he does ; but what has that to
do with the fashions? He docea’t say
that you shall not wear fashionable gnr-

|
|

ments ; atleast 1 never saw the re.”
* But thatis clearly whathe means, Ma-
. "

“1 doubtit. Let us hear what hesays;
perhaps that will guide us to a truer mean-
ing 1"

“ He says: “But be ye transformed by
the renewing of your minds.! That clu-
cidates and gives force to what rocs before,’

“ S0 I think, clearly, upaeuinﬁ yuu;ezo-
sition. The apostle evidently has ’r-
ence to a decper work than mere external
non-conformity in regard to the cut of the
coat, or the fashion of the dress. Be ye
not conformed to this world in ita selfish
principles and maxims—be ye not as the
world, lovers of self more than the lovers
of God—but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of your minds. That is the way [
understand him.”

*Then you understand him wrong, Ma-
ry,” uncle Absal m spoke np. “If he
had meant that, he would have said it in
piain terms.”

“And so he has, it scems to me. DBut
I am not disposed to excuse my adherence
to fashion to any pasage that allows of
two interpretations. I argue for it upon
rational grounds.”

“ Fashion and rationality! The idea is
absurd, Mary " said uncle Absalom, with
warmth. “They are antipodes.”

“ Not by any means, uncle, and I think
[ can make it plain to you.”

Uncle Absalem his head, and
aunt Abigail fidgeted in her chair.

“You remember the celebrated John
Wesley—the founder of that once unfash-
ionable people, the Methodists!” Mary
usked.

“0, yes"

“What you think if 1 to you
that he was an advocate of upon ra-
tional principles I”

“You can't do it.”

“] can. On one occasion, it is related
of him, that he called upon a tailor to
make him a coat. “ How will you have
it made I asked the tailor. * O, make it
like other people's, was the reply. ¢ Will
vou have the steeves made in the new fa-
shion ' ‘I don't know, what is i

ﬂiou which

are most comfortable, are

most readily adopted by the Iargéat num-
\m.“

“ You certainly do not pretend to say

.\lnr}r." Henry interposed, *tho all chan-

es In fashions are improvewcats in com-
ﬁ)rt "

* O no, certainly not. Many, nay,most
of the changes are unimportant in that re-
8 iy
* And are the inventions and whims of
fashion makers," added aunt Abigail with
warmth.

* No doubt of it,” Mary readily admit-
ted.

“And are you such a weak, foolish,
girly as to adopt, eagerly, every trifling va-
riation in fashion " continued aunt Abi-

ail,
& No, not eagerly, aunt.”

“ But at all ("

“I adopt a great many, certainly, for
no other reason than because they are
fashionable,”

“For hame, Mary to make such an ad-
mission ! 1 really thought better of you."

“But don't you follow the fashions,
aunt "

“AWhy Mary !" exclaimed both unele
Absalom and hier brother, at once.

“Me follow the fashions, Mary I broke
in aunt Abigail, as soon as she could re-
cover her breath, for the question  struck
her almost speechless,  “Me follow the
fashions ! Wy, what can th girl mean 1"

“ I asked the question,” said Mary.—
* And if you can't answer it, I can.”

** And how will you answer it, pray 1"

“In the aflirmative of course.”

“You are tritling, now, Mary,” said un-
cle Absalom gravely.

“Indecd [ :an net, uncle. T can prove
to her satisfaction and yours too, that aunt
Abigail i+ almost as imuch a follower of
the fashions as 1 am.”

* For shame, child

“I can though, uncle: so prepare your-
self to be convineed.  Did you never see
aunt wear a ditferent shaped cap from the
one she now has on

O yes, T suppose so, I don't take
much notice of such things.  But T be-
lieve she lins changed the pattern of her
cap a good manv times,”

* And what if T have, pray!? asked aunt
Abigail, fidgeting uneasily.

*O nothing, only that in doing so, you
were follow ny some new fashion,” replied
Mary.

“Tt is no such thing " said aunt Abi-
gail.

“ I ean prove it.”

“You can't.”

“Yes I can, and I will. Don't you re-
member when the high crowns were
worn "

“Of course 1 do,”

“And you wom them, of course.”

“Well, suppose Tdid I

*And then came the close, low-crown-
ed cap. I remember the very time yon
adopted that fashion, and thought it so
much more becoming than the great tow-
er of lace on the bnck part of the head.”

“ And so it was”

“ But why didn't you think so before,”
asked Muary, lovking archly into the face
of her auut,

“Why—beeanse—because—"

“0, 1 can tell you, so you needn't
search all over the world for a reason.—
It was beeause the high crowns were fash-
ionable.  Cowae out plain and aboveboard

and say <0,”

“Indeed, and I won't say anmy such
thing.”

“Then what was the reason 1

*Every body wore them, and their un-
sightly appearance had not been made
apparent by contrast.”

“Exactly ! Thev were  fashionable,
But when a new fushion laughed them out
of countenance, yau cast them aside, as I
do an old fashion for a new one. Then
came the quilled border all around. Do
you n-nn-n:fmr that change! And how, in
a little while after, the plain piece of lace

over your forchead disappeared! Why
was that, aunt Abigaili Wos there no
rl cor fashion there! And now, at

this very time your eap is one that exhibits
the latest and neatest style for old ladies,
eaps. I could go on and prove to your
satisfaction, or ot least to my own, that
you have followed the fashion almost as
steadily as T have. But I have sufficiently
madeout my case.  Don't you think so,
Henry 1"

Thus appealed to, her brother, who
had been surprised at the turn the conver-
sation had takem, not expecting to see
Mary carry the war home so directly as
she had done, hardly knew how to reply.
He, however, gave a  reluctant,

“Yea”

“But there is some scnse in your aunt't
adoption of fashion,” said uncle Absalom.

"')F;muqh not much, it would seem, in
yours, if you estimate fushion by use,” re-
torted Mary.

“What does the girl mean!"asked aunt
Abigail in surprise.

“Of what use, unele, are those two
buttons on the back of your coatf”

“ [ am sure I don’t know.”

“Then why do you wear them if
don't know their use, ualess it be that
you wish to be in the fashon ! Then there
are two more ntthe bottom of the akirt,
half hid, half seen, as if they were ashamel
to be found so much out of their place.
Then, can you enlighten me as to the use
of these two pieces of cloth here, called, I
beliove, flaps 1"

cont, | me.”
“AJ,uhhonlyayut or two since
it was the fushion to have no flaps at all,
I do not remember ever to have seen, a
mmmm,dnym ltn.o‘nndu
~you might as wel out world
‘out of the fashion. Aad old
this ns oung.
their fashions, and we have ours,

have
they
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are ns much the votarius of their peculiar
modes as we are of ours. The only dif-
ference is, that, as our states of mind
change more rapidly, there is a correspon-

ding and more rapid change in our fash-
ions. You change as well as we do—
but slower"”

* * * * * * '

How could you talk to uncle Absalom
and aunt Abigail as you did " said Hen-
T Grove to his sister, as they walked
slowly home ther,

“Didn’t I make out my point? Didn't
I prove that they too were votaries of
the fickle desst”

“1 think you did, in a measure.”

“And in a good measure too. Bo give
up your point, as you promised, an { con-
fess yourself an advocate of fashion.”

“I don’t see clearly how I cam do that,
notwitstanding all that has past to-night;
for I do not rationally perceive the use of
all these changes in Jress.”

“I am not certain that I can enlighten
you fully on the subject ; but think that I
may, perhaps in  a degree, if you will al-
low my views the proper weight on your
mind.

“I will try to do so; but shall not pro-
misc to be convinced.”

“No matter. Convinced or not con-
vinced, you will still be carried along by
the current.  As to the primary cause of
the change in fashion, it strikes me that
it is one of the visible effects of that process
of change ever going on in the human
mind. The fashion of dress that prevuils
may not be the true exponent of the inter-
nal and invisible states, bevawse they must
necessarily be modified in various ways
by the interests and false tastes of such
individuals as promulgate them. Suill,
this does not effect the primary cause.”

“Granting your position to be true,
Mary, which I am not fully prepared to
admit or deny—why should we blindly
follow these fashions "

“We need not blindly. For my |
I am sure that 1 do not blindly “follow
them.”

“You do, when you adopt a fashon
without thinking it becoming.”

“That I never do.”

“But surely, you do not Pretend to say
that all fashions are becoming?”

“ All that prevail to any extent, a pear
80, during the time of Llfeir prevalence,
unless they involve an improper exposurs
of the person, or are injurious to health.”

“ That is singular.”

“But is it not trne 1"

* Perhaps itis. But how do you ac-
count for it {”

“ On the principal that there are both
external l.ng internal causes at o‘;‘Wk mo-
dyfying the mind's perceptions of the ap-
pﬂy :ilft.e and the beautiful.”

“Mostly externul, I should think, such
as a desire to be in the fashion, cte.”

**That feeling hasits influence no doulbt,
and operates very strongly.”

“Butisit a right feeling "

“It 16 right or wrong according to the
end in view. If fashion be followed from
no higher view than a selfish love of being
admired, then the feeling is wrong.”

“Can we follow fashion with any other
end I"

“ Answer the question yourself,
follow the fashions.”

“I think but little about them, Mary."

“And yet you dress very much hke
people W{O do." ,

“That may beso. The reason is, I'do
not wish to be singular.”

“Why"

“For this reason. A man who affects
any singularity of dress or manners, loses
his true influence in socicty. People be-
gin to think that there must be within, &
mind not truly balanced, and therefore do
not suffer his opinions, no matter how
sound to have their own true weight.”

“A very and just argument
why we should prevailing usages
and fashions, if not immortal or injurious
to health. They are the badges by which
we are known as one of the social mass
around u*—-—dirlomu which give to our
opinions their legitimate value. I could
present this subject in many other points
of view. But itwould be of little avail,
if you are determined not to be con-
vineed."

“I am not so determined, Mary. What
you have already said, greatly modifies
my view of the subject. I shall, at least,
not ridicule your adherence to fashion, if I
do not give much thought to it myself”

“I will present one more view. A right
attention to dress lJooks to the develope-
ment of that which is appropriate and
beautiful to the eye. This 18 a universal
benefit. For no one ean look wupon a
truly beawtiful object in nature or art,
without having his mind (m_dnﬂy
clevated and impressod with beantifitl im-
wages, and these do net pass away like
spectrums, but remaissever after more or
less distinct, bearimg with them an eleva-

You

ting influence upon the whole chyragter.
Changes in fashson, so far ax t
new and bmtizldlsmn.m

ta, and new appropriate .
mdeoh:?mm dictates of § trwe
laste, and

so far do they tend to beghefit
society.” -

"Bl;thhionilnot always so dircosted
by true taste.”

A just remark. And likewise &
why all who have a right )
d&-udyhuu&l, should me
attention to the prevailing fashion in dves,

sad endeavor o cotrect ervors, and dewel-
ope the true and beautiful here as in oth-
er branches of art,

— il -

“Mr, Brows, why do you weat {
bod hat 1" “ Boosuse Mra. B.




